The Entente Offensive, Autumn, 1916
and extended, so that the necessary ammunition could be brought up for the attack.   All this took time.
Field-Marshal von Mackensen begged, as early as the latter half of September, for a German division; he could not carry out the attack without it. But the decision whether or not this request could be granted had to stand over for the time being.
While preparations for the resumption of the attack were in full swing, we were suddenly surprised on the ist of October by news from Sofia that the Rumanians had crossed the Danube near Rahovo, north-east of Rustchuk, in strength. The forces watching the Danube were weak; there were no other troops handy. Field-Marshal von Mackensen threw against them everything he could scrape together and by the 3rd of October the Rumanians were compelled to retire again to the north bank of the Danube. The Austrian Danube flotilla had co-operated effectively. What the Rumanian High Command really intended to achieve by this enterprise has never been made clear; it could certainly not affect the course of events in Transylvania and the Dobrudja.
By the middle of October the general situation had improved. On the Western Front it remained grave in the highest degree, but the crisis had been overcome by the strenuous efforts of the troops there.
On the Italian Front two strong enemy attacks had been beaten off.
In Macedonia a reverse was still to be feared. The Rumanian Army in the Dobrudja and Transylvania had received a sharp set-back; there was no change on the rest of the Eastern Front.
The plan of the Entente to overwhelm us once and for all in the autumn of 1916, a plan which in August and September still seemed possible of realization, was foiled for the time being. But the fighting on all the fronts was not yet over. At that time we did not know, as we do now in the light of subsequent events, whether the enemy's endurance or our own would give out first. Rumania was not yet beaten. As I now saw quite clearly, we should not have been able to exist, much less carry on the war,
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